
A Creek, a Hill & a Forty is a � rsthand narrative of the early years 
of Alaska’s Matanuska Colony—with the story told through the 
personal letters of one colonist, Margaret Miller. 

Margaret, along with her husband and three daughters, emigrated 
to Alaska as a colonist in May 1935. She was an  erudite and talented 
writer, and a� er arriving in Alaska, Margaret wrote weekly multi-
page letters to her mother back in Wisconsin—letters that her 
mother kept—letters that form the core of this book.

Uncolored by the passage of time, Margaret’s letters re� ect colony 
life as it happened. Her experiences may not be those of every 
colonist, but, through her eyes can be seen some of their fears and 
motivations, some of their struggles and accomplishments. 

Including three maps and 60 photographs, A Creek, a Hill & a 
Forty is an enjoyable read that provides a glimpse into the lives 
of the colonists, as well as insights into the colony’s development.
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About the Author

Ray Bonnell graduated from Alaska  Methodist 
 University (now Alaska Paci� c University) in 
1974, and has worked as a free-lance  artist and 
historian since the 1980s. For 12 years he pro-
duced a historical column entitled “Sketches 
of Alaska” for the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner
newspaper. � at column received the Contribu-
tions to Alaska History award from the Alaska 
Historical Society. Ray just completed a term on 
the Alaska State Historical Commission, and con-
tinues to ramble around Alaska, drawing historic 
sites and writing about Alaska history.

For samples of his art and writing check out
sketchesofalaska.com.   


